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Building Mutual Understanding and Solidarity
through Collaborative Oral Life-histories: Focusing
on Transnational Koreans’ Gender and Family

Choi, Eunyoung Christina®

Abstract_Research on the Korean diaspora still has a tendency to retain the
myth of a singular homogeneous Korean ethnic group and places the Korean
peninsula at the center of Korean migration and culture. Given that, this research
starts with this question: is it possible to do research on the Korean diaspora
beyond the perspective of a South Korean researcher’s own positionality? This
research introduces the ‘Life Histories of Border Crossings” program conducted
by the Institute of Globalization and Multicultural Studies at Hanyang Univer-
sity. Utilizing the “collaborative life histories” research method, this program
aims to understand the Korean diaspora networks formed among transnational
Koreans and to enhance mutual understanding and solidarity among them. By
focusing on gender and family, I examine how participants at the program con-
nect to each other across gender, generation and native countries while reflexively
locating themselves through telling their own life histories and listening to each

others’ lives.

Keywords_Diaspora, Gender, Migration, Collaborative Oral Life-histories,

Transnational Koreans, Family
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