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Recognizing Differences, Understanding Differences
and Overcoming Equals: Analyze the Performance
of Korean Nationality and Ethnicity in Collaborative
Oral Life History among Korean Diaspora

Joe, Il Dong*

Abstract_This article aims to analyze how Korean nationality and ethnicity are
revealed in during collaborative oral life history programs among 6-8 aged 70
years or older Korean Diaspora with a diverse history, culture, society and ideo-
logical background. In the collaborative oral life history programs, participants’
ethnic and national identities are overlapped or completely different according
to their contexts. The cracks between nationality and ethnicity are largely due to
the different experienced inside and outside of the Korean Peninsula about (post)
colonization and Cold War. Participants, who were invited to extraordinary time
and space had the same opportunity of speaking. Therefore, no one’s life could
have got a model story. All participants revealed their differences and confirmed
the hidden similarities in the differences. In the program both parties of national
violence were confronted not as abstract beings but as human beings who have
been living their own life for long time. Although cannot reconcile or heal the
past, they have acknowledged each other’s differences and make each other’s
choice understandable. The experiences of the Korean diaspora’s collaborative
oral life history shared the non-uniform lifes which have led to explore the pos-

sibility of milti-layered and flexible nationality and ethnicity.

Keywords_Collaborative Oral Life History, Oral Life History, Cold War, (Post)

Colonialism, Korean Diaspora
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