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The Needs of Basics, Income, and Medical Security
of North Koreans through the Standpoints
of China’s North Korea Specialists

Chung, ByungHwa* - Mo, ChunHeung** - Cho, ByeonhSik***

Abstract_The objective of this study is to examine the needs of basics, income,
and medical security of North Koreans through the Specialists on North Korean
in China who have got in touch with North Korean Citizens who have resided
or are residing in China, or North Korean defectors. Furthermore, this study
categorizes the welfare needs into four areas, namely basic living, labor, income
security and healthcare needs and excludes respondents’ personal information.

First, the result of this investigation illustrates that for basic living needs,
North Koreans show very high desire for food, housing and education of their
children. Secondly, in terms of labor needs, the people are receptive to not only
eight hours of work but also working extra hours. Thirdly, regarding income se-
curity, they expect higher income in the unified Korean society but not as high
as the income level of South Korea. Lastly, with respect to healthcare needs,
North Koreans strongly show the desire for national health insurance and highly
prefer to pay more taxes for better medical services.

These findings have academic and policy meanings in that the author traced
North Koreans’ shift of the lust of these days, and through it, the writer serve
them as the basic data for establishing the plan for South Korea’s and interna-
tional (humanitarian) support for North Korea and co-operation of two Koreas.
Together, this study seek its meaning in that it identified the needs of basics, in-

come, and medical security of North Koreans for the first time in Korea.

* DaeJin University, Assistant professor, Political Science, wkaki@hanmail.net
** Hanyang Peace Institute, Research professor, Political Science, trichun@naver.com

*** DaeJin University, Political Science, Itjr6l@naver.com
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