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On the Legal Basis of Korean Language Curriculum
for Multi-Cultural Learners

- Focusing on National Level Curriculum -

Kim, Myoung Kwang*

Abstract_This study is to examine the current legal basis for the Korean lan-
guage curriculum for multi-cultural learners, and makes some suggestions for
systemic complementation at the national level for the establishment of multi-
cultural Korean language curriculum.

Section 2 examines the provisions of Law on Primary and Secondary Education
and the Law on Overseas Koreans, and Section 3 analyses laws related to multi-
cultural Korean language curriculum that are sporadic in various ministries. As
a result, There are Basic Act on the Korean Language drafted by “the Ministry
of Culture, Sports and Tourism”, Act on the Employment of Foreign Workers
by the Ministry of Labor, and Act on the Multi-cultural Family Support by the
Ministry of Gender Equality and Family. In Section 4, we made some sugges-
tions with a critical review to ensure that the Korean language curriculum for
multi-culturalism is stable and systematic overlap between governments

First, there is a need for a separate, higher-level council to coordinate not to
reduplicate the type of the multi-cultural learners since they can be overlapped
between ministries, they can cause risks such as duplication of textbooks, cur-
riculum, contents of education, program operation, and budget, etc. Second, it is
clear that there is no legal basis for the education process for the foreign worker
and foreign marriage immigrant parents because the legal basis for the curricu-
lum does not exist in the legislation of the Ministry of Labor or the Ministry of

Gender Equality and Family, It, therefore, is necessary to make a legal proposal.

* Daegu University, Professor, International Korean Language Education, kimmk0857@daegu.ac kr
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Third, Legal maintenance is required in the case of ‘Basic Act of the Korean
Language’, the legal description related to the curriculum is defined only as the
business of the King Sejong Institute, and as a matter of fact, the subject is the
King Sejong Institute student (or teacher). Comprehensive legal provisions cover-
ing all foreign learners of the Korean language curriculum should be prepared

separately.

Keywords_Korean language curriculum for multi-cultural learners, Act on the
Korean Language, Act on the Korean Language, Act on the Multi-
cultural Family Support, multi-culturalism, the King Sejong Insti-

tute, Hgher-level council



