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Transforming towards Interculturalism and
Intercutural City Policy

Byung-Doo Choi*

Abstract_This paper is to consider significance and limitation of intercultural-
ism and intercultural policy which have emerged recently in western Europe as
an alternative to multiculturalism and multicultural policy. They share common
points in terms of opposition to assimilation and its policy, and of cultivation
of cultural diversity. But, unlike multiculturalism which has neglected cultural
juxtaposition of different ethic groups, interculturalism tries to resolve positively
socio-spatial segregation, promoting communicative interaction and cultural
interchange between them. The Council fo Europe has developed and imple-
mented a programme for intercultural city in order to diffuse intercultrual poli-
cies throughout Europe and other countries. Interculturalism and intercultural
(city) policy seem to have an important significance that encourages intercultural
encounter or contacts among different cultures and ethnics, and hence remove
socio-spatial segregation and forester cultural diversity as a new moment of ur-
ban development. But intercultrualism and its policy do not seem to have been
free from neoliberal or entrepreneurial (urban) strategy, even though they can

complement the limitation of existing multiculturalism and its policy.

Keywords_interculturalism, multiculturalism, intercultural policy, intercultural

city (programme), neoliberalism
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