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Intonation Characteristics of Sentence Reading
by North Korean Defectors

Mi-Young Choi* - Hwa-Soo Kim**

Abstract_This research goal was to find out the characteristics of North Korean
defector’s intonation through their sentence reading, and compare languages
between North Korean defector adults and South Korean adults focused on the
intonation of words and the intonation at the end of the sentence. This research
was carried out to provide basic knowledge about North Korean defectors’ into-
nation for future use.

The subjects of study were 2 North Korean defectors in their 40-50s who live in
Busan, and 2 SK adults who live in the same area and are in the same age group.
The North Korean defectors are from Hamkyungbukdo, and used a dialect of
Hankyungbukdo. After they moved to South Korea, they received adoption
training at ‘Settlement Support Center for North Korean Refugees (Hanawon)’,
and have lived in Busan ever since. The SK adults were from Busan, and have
lived in Busan for more than 30 years, and hawe used the typical Gyungsang-
namdo dialect. To compare the intonation between the two groups, this research-
er collected recordings from sentence reading. Reading materials consisted of 21
sentences in total, 13 sentences to show the intonation of words, and 8 sentences
to show the intonation at the end of the sentence. Voice recordings were made in
a noise regulated room, in comfortable sitting position, using Praat(version 5.1.23)
(44,100Hz, mono). All subjects made a reading of 21 sentences in order, repeated
twice. The most natural speech sample was chosen to analyze.

The results of this research show that, regarding the intonation of words, North

Korean defector group adults generally made a sinuation melody up and down
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in word units similar to SK adults, but their range of frequencies was broader.
Regarding the intonation at the end of sentences, in the case of declarative sen-
tence, the North Korean defector group adults finished the sentence in a down
drift, the same as the South Korean adults, but, in the down drift, the North
Korean group made a more gradual decrease. However, in sentences with a more
pronounced sinuation melody their down drift at the end also decreased more
dramatically. In interrogative sentences, both the North Korean defector group
and the SK group finished the sentences in a down drift The Gyungnam dialect
and Hamgyungbukdo dialect share this same characteristic that is in contrast to

Standard Korean.
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