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A Study on the Foreign Immigrants’ Life Space:
Focusing on the Factors of Dwelling Space,
Consumption Space, and Leisure Space

Hye-Kyung Lee*

Abstract_As globalization progresses and transnational immigration is vigorous-
ly made, the number of foreign immigrants is sharply increasing. Subsequently,
multi-cultural studies on foreign immigrants are made but they are focusing on
somewhat individual adaptation process or policies for marriage immigrants or
immigrant workers. In order to figure out closely their adaptation process in Ko-
rea, studies on the social and institutional aspect are important but there is also
a necessity to study on the concrete space where their daily activities are actually
made, in other words, a life space.

Hence, this study investigated, as a means to figure out their adaptation process
of the foreign immigrants in Korea, on the concrete life space which is a dwelling
space, consumption space and leisure space where their daily activities are made.
In addition, for the analysis of each sub-element, foreign immigrants were clas-
sified into 4 types; marriage immigrant, immigrant worker, foreign professional
worker and foreign students. Based on this, this study intended to understand
the foreign immigrants’ adaptation process to the local community and the char-
acteristics that they have in the aspect of concrete apace as a ‘foreign immigrants’

group, a minor group in our society.

Keywords_foreign immigrants, life space, dwelling space, consumption space,

leisure space
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