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A Study on Regional Characteristics of Immigration
Workers and Their Accommodation to Local
Community: Focusing on Cases of Dalsu-gu, Daegu
and City of Gyeongsan and Gumi,
Gyeongsangbuk-do.

Hyeok-Min Kwon*

Abstract_ The number of immigrant workers in Korea has increased sharply
since 2000, and reached up to 528,812 in 2008. Recent discussions about immi-
grant workers have been mainly focused on the aspects such as immigrant course
and adaptation and characteristics in workplace and regional community. Those
discussions, however, have been biased to national level or specific regions and
thus studies on characteristics at local level in which they actually reside have
been limited, it can be argued that and hence we need to investigate character-
istics and adaptation of each region by comparing immigrant worker’s regional
units classified by sizes of cities. The purpose of this study, therefore is to com-
pare characteristics and accommodation of immigrant workers in three of differ-
ent size of cities, that is, large city, suburban city of large city, local small-medium
city, which are represented by Dalseo-gu in city of Daegu, city of Gyeongsan,
and city of Gumi.

'The findings of this study are as follows: -

First, the respondents about immigrant factors and immigration courses were
highly varied by regions. Second, It is found that characteristics in workplace in
which they work after immigration to Korea were similar between them in city
of Dalsu-gu and Gyeongsan, especially in size of company, job in home country,

reason for employment, and work hours. Third, It is found that there were simi-

* Korea Industrial & Development Institute Researcher, Geography, overload486@nate.com
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larity in life in regional community between workers in the city of Daegu and
Gumi, especially in the type of residence site, identity of regional community,
and consumption and expense, especially there is no difference in reason selec-
tion of residence site and identity in workplace. It is expected that the results of
this study will contribute to policy making about immigrant workers of each

region in future by providing fundamental data.

Keywords_Immigrant workers, International Migration, Adaptation to Local

Community of Immigrant workers



