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Survival Strategies of Livelihood-Oriented
International Students Balancing Study and Work
at Local Universities in Korea

Hyemin Jung*

Abstract_This study explores the survival strategies of livelihood-oriented inter-
national students enrolled at a local university in Chungcheongnam-do, Korea.
It examines their settlement experiences, part-time work practices, identity per-
ceptions, and awareness of how they are socially perceived. Data were collected
through in-depth interviews and photovoice, and analyzed using a spiraling
qualitative analysis procedure. The findings show that participants strategically
balance study and work, engage in stepwise mobility from local regions to metro-
politan areas, and utilize migration networks. They also make continuous efforts
to protect themselves from social prejudice and maintain their identities as stu-
dents. These findings reconceptualize livelihood-oriented international students
as active cultural agents rather than merely economic actors, and offer implica-

tions for developing stronger support systems for this population.
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