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Temporariness and Institutional Incoherence of
South Korea’s Refugee System

Seo Yeon Park*

Abstract_This study examines how refugee issues, typically framed through
universal ethical principles, are actually embedded within complex institutional
webs shaped by a country’s political and social dynamics, as well as customs and
culture of its institutions. The study argues for broadening the discussion of refu-
gees and refugee systems by focusing on concrete institutional practices. It ana-
lyzes the refugee administration system and organizational context, emphasizing
the dynamics of practices and relationships among institutions, organizations,
and personnel. Korea’s refugee system is relatively new, which creates noticeable
problems with policy coordination and inconsistent practices. The country’s visa
systems haven’t kept pace with the growing size and importance of its migrant
population, and refugee policies still lack clear direction, making these issues

eéven more apparent.
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