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International Students in Primary and Secondary
Education in Korea: Policy Landscape and Future
Directions

Young Woong Shin*

Abstract_This study analyzes the policy landscape for international students
in Korea’s primary and secondary education (K-12) and proposes measures to
strengthen recruitment, management, and support. While policy has tradition-
ally focused on higher education, attention is now extending to the K-12 sector,
yet the topic remains underexplored in policy and academic discourse. Using an
exploratory approach grounded in literature and illustrative cases, the study iden-
tifies structural constraints: the absence of clear conceptual and statistical defini-
tions, instability in academic-affairs and immigration management, and gaps in
policy instruments. To address these issues, it recommends establishing legal and
statistical baselines, building stable, school-level and inter-agency support sys-
tems, and implementing outcome-oriented recruitment policies. Future research
should be field-based and empirical, examining schooling conditions and the

lived experiences of K-12 international students in Korea.
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Policy, Recruitment, Management and Support
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