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Caring Beyond Caring: Exploring ‘Ganztagsschule’
from the Perspective of Elementary Students with
Migrant Backgrounds

Soo Ja Rhie*

Abstract_This study explores how German all-day schools (Ganztagsschulen)
support the development of social competencies in students with migrant
backgrounds. As integrated models of education and care, these schools offer
equitable learning opportunities and promote social participation, especially for
students from disadvantaged backgrounds. Research shows that consistent par-
ticipation enhances peer relationships, self-efficacy, and a sense of belonging—
key factors in social integration. The study examines the structure and operation
of all-day schools in North Rhine-Westphalia, focusing on program composition,
staffing, and language support. It highlights how these elements help migrant-
background students build social skills and confidence in multicultural settings.
Based on these findings, the study provides policy implications for Korea’s after-
school care programs, emphasizing the need to strengthen inclusive support sys-

tems from the perspective of migrant-background students.

Keywords_Ganztagsschule, Migrant Background Students, Social Integration,

After-school Care, Muticultural Education
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