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Experiences in Preparing for the Repatriation of
Cambodian Migrant Workers from South Korea

Sokheang Lay* - Nayun Lee** - Seohyun Kim***

Abstract_This study mainly aims to study how Cambodian migrant workers
prepare return plans to their home country once their work permits in South
Korea have expired. As part of this study’s qualitative case study methodology
and in-depth interviews were conducted with five Cambodian migrant workers,
both male and female, residing in South Korea. The study identified twelve sub-
categories from the research findings, which were further synthesized into four
overarching categories through cross-case analysis: ‘Establishing a foundation for
rebuilding life in one’s country of origin,” ‘Strengthening the determination to
restore relationships that were significantly impacted by migration, ‘Readjusting
to the hometown amidst concerns of being influenced by Korean culture,” ‘Envi-
sioning a future despite the challenges of resettlement.” Based on the findings of
this study, this paper proposes enhancements to social welfare policies and action
strategies to facilitate the return of Cambodian migrant workers from Korea and

support the effective reintegration of their home country.

Keywords_Cambodian Migrant Workers, Repatriation Experience, Returning

Plans, Reintegration Support, Qualitative Case Study
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