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‘Korean Wind’ Comes to Jongno 3-ga
: A Study on the Entanglement of Migrant Women’s
Survival Circuit

Hee Young Yi*

Abstract_This study examines how the survival circuits of Chinese Korean
women are reconstructed in conjunction with Jongno 3-ga amid globalization
in the 21st century. Firstly, the encounter between Chinese Korean women
and Jongno 3-ga, a place for middle-aged and elderly prostitution, represents a
process of emergent world-making. Through this interaction, a survival circuit
combining care labor, family support, prostitution, and sexuality — which has
been centered on China and South Korea since the 1990s — is trans-corporeally
expanded and reconfigured. Secondly, the sexual services in Jongno 3-ga serve as
a cost-effective means for migrant women to support their families, prepare for
old age, and pursue the “Korean Dream,” while simultaneously constituting a
“dangerous job” characterized by frequent crackdowns, violence, conflict, as well
as sexual and emotional caregiving. Thirdly, the findings of this study challenge
the dominant norms of Korean society that juxtapose natural and normal sexu-
ality with unnatural and deviant sexuality, dismantling the existing black box of

the “Bacchus lady.”

Keywords_Jongno 3-ga, Korean-Chinese Immigrant Women, Prostitution,

Survival Circuit, Trans-corporeality
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