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Features of North Korean Teen-age Refugees’
Understanding of Idioms

Eun-Young Yeo*, Hwa-Soo Kim**

Abstract_This study compared tasks of understanding idioms, response time
of responding to idioms, and error types of understanding of idioms between
teenage North Korean refugees (NKTRs) and South Korean teenagers. The
purpose of this study was to try to find some features of NKTR’s understanding
of idioms. The objects of this study were 20 teenagers in total. 10 NKTRs who
attended an alternative school for NKTRs in Seoul and 10 South Korean teenag-
ers who attended G Practical Music Educational Institute of an academic high
school, located in Gimhae, Gyeongnam. Research materials were a total of 30
questions. 15 questions consisted of idioms involving body parts and the other
15 questions consisted of idioms involving terms of daily life. Each question con-

sisted of 3 figures.

The results are following.

South Korean teenagers had a significantly higher understanding of idioms than
NKTRs. In response time to idioms, there was no significant difference between
NKTR and SK teenagers.

When NKTRs were divided into groups of over 24 months in SK and under 24
months in SK, it was found that there was also no significant difference of un-
derstanding idioms statistically between the two groups.

In response time to idioms, when the subjects were divided as above, it was found
that there was also no significant difference between the two groups of NKTR:s.

when NKTR and SK teenagers were compared, NKTRs made more errors con-

* Center For Health Development Support ZELKOVA, Speech & Language Pathology, tnffkaal@han-
mail, net

wE Daegu University, Speech & Language Pathology, Whasoolang@hanmail, net(corresponding author)



sidering idioms literally and expecially in the idioms involving body parts they
made this error.

In this study, it was possible to find some features of the understanding of the
idioms by NKTRs. It is expected to use this study for helpful materials, to enrich
the vocabulary of NKTRs through understanding idioms correctly, and to help

them adapt to the society of South Korea as good social communicators.

Keywords_North Korean refugees, an idiom, response time to idioms



