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AEE At Al 7H4] 22159 ¥ 2% daH WS 7= A
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2, ZQlof oidt Fey L& A|47L wess, dea HA Lo Hay
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RAAHA)E B vhefeta, Sele] @xjo] et ojelgol 3] Arht
A golozne sy glrka YZskA) ghom], 59l Anrvt de
3 @A) ojel g ST A A 5= vk o § B 7K A
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RHEE A 3.830 4.435%* 3576 4.340%*
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Determinants of the Americans’ Attitudes towards
Racial Issues

So-Young Lec*

Abstract_This study analyzes the determinants of the electorate’s attitudes to-
wards racial issues in the U. . Employing the 2008 National Election Studies
data, it investigates the effects of the various factors on which the existing studies
do not reach an agreement. The result demonstrates that such factors as symbolic
racism, group conflict, political ideology and values, and socioeconomic elements
were influential predictors of attitudes towards racial issues still in 2008. In ad-
dition, from the result that party identification is another very important deter-
minant implies that racial issues have become the more universal issues reflect-
ing political cleavages of the U.S. On the other hand, it is also noteworthy that
politically knowledgeable voters show mixed attitudes towards racial issues, while
more educated are consistently favorable to blacks. The result of this study sug-
gests that racial issues in the U.S. are the multidimensional problems that should
be solved not only through the political efforts and social structural change but
through the improvement of educational contents and the responsible role of the

media.

Keywords_U.S. racial issues, symbolic racism, group conflict, black stereotype
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