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A Study on The Unification Consciousness of N-generation
University Students in the Global/Multicultural Age:
Through a Focus Group Interview Method

Young-Seung Kwon™* - Soo-Jung Lee**

Abstract_The purpose of this study is to analyze unification consciousness of
South Korean university students, so-called the ‘N-generation’ in the global/
multicultural age. By employing ‘focus group interview’ as a research method, it
examines these students’ unification consciousness in context, and the process in
which unification discourses are formed. These are difficult to find out through
existing researches based on survey.

Discourses of ‘unification’ as a ‘sacred national goal’ is losing its hegemony in
South Korea especially among young generation. However, there are not many
studies that examine the characteristics of ‘new’ unification consciousness among
them. It is worthwhile to analyze them especially because they will develop into
the major unification consciousness that South Koreans will share hereafter.

The following are findings of this research.

‘N generation’ university students of South Korea consider ‘unification’ more
in terms of practical issues, not in terms of a ‘historical right’ or ‘national wish.
Rather, they tend to discuss ‘unification’ with the issues of ‘social conflict, ‘eco-
nomic gains and losses.” Unification is mostly considered in terms of the idea of
profit that brings advantages to the whole Korean peninsula. The students are
also very negative about the idea of ‘rapid unification,” worrying about potential
social disorder and economic damages. This signifies increasing repulsion and

indifference about ‘real unification’ among this generation.

Keywords_N-generation, university students, unification consciousness, focus

group interview
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