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The Nation and Migrant Workers:
Anxiety of Identity and Fear of Difference

Jongryul Choi*

Abstract_This paper addresses anxiety and fear of the nation with the help of a combination
of Lacan’s psychoanalysis and sociology. Psychoanalytically, the nation is the neurotic suffering
from anxiety due to the incomplete separation from past traditions because the nation-state
utilizes the discourse of nationalism emphasizing the continuity with the tradition while
demanding the nation to separate from the past. When anxiety goes to the extreme, the
nation tries to solve it by using a certain object as a signifier of all kinds of fear. In the era
of modernization, partisan serves as this kind of signifier. Entering the era of globalization
of migration, the nation is trying to overcome extreme anxiety by using migrant workers as
a signifier of fear. At present, the globalized version of estate system, which has been so far

repressed by the discourse of Dangun nationalism, is returning to Korea.

Keywords_nationalism, nation, migrant worker, neurotic, anxiety, fear
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