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Geography of Transnational Migration and Multicultural
Society: Research Trends and Major Subjects

Byung-Doo Choi & HaeRan Shin*

Abstract_Researches on transnational migration and transformation to multicultural
society have increased dramatically in geography as well as other fields of social sciences and
humanities. And hence it becomes important to examine research results accumulated so far.
This paper is to review existing literature in geography which can be divided into three parts
on international emigration of Korean people and their settlements on foreign places, on
recent inflow of foreign immigrants and their settlement process, and on methodologies and
geographical education on them. Secondly in order to develop further geographic research
on transnational migration and multicultural society, this paper is to suggest ‘multicultural
space’ and ‘multi-scalar approach’ as a new concept and methodology for it, and to point
out some major empirical research subjects such as concrete realities on transnational
migration, its structural backgrounds or causes, settlement processes on certain regions,
and changing processes of society on the local, regional, national and global level. Finally
this paper reiterates importance of spatial conceptualization, of multiscalar approach, and
of development and implements of practical programmes for transnational migration and

multicultural society.
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