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A Legislative Study for the Multicultural Society

Cho, Kyubeom*

Abstract_National policy for multicultural society in the Republic of Korea has been carried
out in separate Administrative Departments respectively with competitive and overlapped
policies each other. This phenomena is caused from that we have not yet enacted “The
Multicultural Society Fundamental Act,” which includes comprehensive views for the
‘multiculturalism.’

Policy promotions related to the multicultural society in Administrative departments are
overlapped in the different government service, such as Korean education service, developping
education material and program service, tutor training service, culture festivals, and culture
experience events, etc.

Government policy should be modified by the strongly connected system from each
Departments, so that it could pursue with more systematic and concentrated Government
service, because the overlap of Government service might cause the waste of national budget. I,
therefore, argue the following legislative ways to improve multicultural policy in the Republic
of Korea.

First of all, we should restructure our legal system for the construction of multicultural
society policy governance. This could be satisfied by enacting “The Multicultural Society
Fundamental Act’, in which modifies overlapped the government service and makes strong
connection for multicultural policies among the Departments. We might consider that the
Office of Prime Minister has main role as a control tower to construct the multicultural
policy governance. The act should also include minimum contents to modify the several
overlapped government service for the multicultural society after analyzing each service from
respective government departments.

Second, in case of local governments, it is a problem that multicultural policies does not
collaborate with the related government departments. We should specifically divide roles
between government departments and local governments for multicultural policy.

Third, the government and people’s view for multicultural society should be changed.
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The first step for the multicultural policy should be that we recognize the model of
multiculturalism as a coexistence or win-win approach. The government should promote the
multicultural society to the people, so that they could embrace multicultural families, and
understand immigrants as same human beings.

Fourth, the human rights of refugees and illegal immigrants’ children should also be
protected. Especially, medical aids for the illegal immigrants’ children should be considered as
an aspect of human rights without asking their illegal immigration status.

Finally, the definition of ‘domestic violence’ under the Domestic Violence Crime
Punishment Special Act should be changed because current marriage immigrants could not
be considered as a victim of domestic violence in some cases under this act. In addition,
in case of international marriage brokerage, we should make a law, in which the marriage
brokers must provide correct personal information and duty of interpretation for the people
to prepare international marriage, and includes punishment provisions when the brokers

violate the law.

Keywords_multicultural society, multiculturalism, multicultural family, multicultural society

fundamental law, etc
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