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Toward interdisciplinary and integrated Research on
Transnational Migration and Multicultural Society

Byung-Doo Choi™*

Abstract_As transnational migrants have increased rapidly and society has become
multicultural, considerable amounts of research outcomes in academic disciplines
have been published and accumulated. Now it seems to be required to consider
an interdisciplinary approach and integrated theory in order to promote further
qualitative development of both academic and real world on this issue, This paper
suggests some important points for interdisciplinary approach, integrated theory and
comprehensive policy on transnational migration and multicultural society. First of
all, for interdisciplinary approach, we need to level up from comparable reviews on
existing research outcomes in individual disciplines, through joint studies on detailed
subjects among researchers in different disciplines, to attempts to integrate methodologies
and concepts, Secondly, an integrated theory would be developed on the basis of the
multiscalar approach, because transnational migration and multicultural society have
multi-layered backgrounds and influences from individual level of actors to global level of
structures, Thirdly, we need desirable ethical principles such as social justice to consider
various perspectives including cosmopolitanism, transnationalism, postcolonialism as
well as multiculturalism, which also can be applied to develop a comprehensive policy
for related problems arising throughout all aspects of society in relation to transnational

migration and transformation to muticultural society.

Keywords_Transnational migration, multicultural society, interdisciplinary approach,

multiscalar integrated theory, comprehensive policy
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