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Unpaid Wages and Policy Improvement for Foreign
Workers with Non-Professional
Employment Visa (E-9)

Seung Hee Yu*

Abstract_We examined the wage-related laws and policies of non-professional
foreign workers and analyzed unpaid wages based on the counseling cases of for-
eign worker support centers. Foreign workers face unpaid wage problems, such as
non-payment of severance pay, non-payment of allowances, unreasonable expense
deductions, financial difficulties and bankruptcy of the company, difficulties as
undocumented foreign workers, non-compliance with the minimum wage, inac-
curate working hours, non-compliance with labor contracts, and non-compliance
with regular payment day. We reviewed unpaid wage relief procedures and their
effectiveness. We suggested to strengthen the penalty for uncooperative attitudes
of employers in the investigation of unpaid wages and insufficient wage books
and labor records; to guarantee the stay and economic activities of foreign work-
ers in the process of relieving unpaid wages; to educate foreign workers and em-

ployers on foreign workers” wage related laws.

Keywords_Non-professional Employment, E-9, Foreign Workers, Unpaid
Wages, Foreign Worker Support Center
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