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Studying Abroad from Balhae to Tang and the
International Student Policy of Tang in the ninth
century

Soon Hong Kwon*

Abstract_This article serves two purposes. The first purpose is to demonstrate
that the studying abroad from Balhae to Tang was concentrated in the ninth
century. The direct evidence that Balhae students studied at Guozijian of Tang
and the indirect evidence indicating that they were qualified Guozijian’s cadets
to take imperial examination of Tang reveals that it occurred intensively in the
ninth century. The second purpose is to focus on the international student policy
of Tang as one of the reasons that Balhae sent students to Tang. Previous studies
have pointed out only the purpose of dispatch from the perspective of Balhae,
which was a channel for the acceptance of advanced cultures and a means of
friendly diplomatic relations between the two. However, after the An—Shi Re-
bellion, the Tang’s Guozijian continued to decline and as financial instability
continued. At this point attracting foreign students was an effective means to

redirect Honglusi’s budget to Guozijian operating expenses.

Keywords_Balhae(i#)if%), Tang(), International Student, Guozijian(B ),
Bingong(& H)
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