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Lives After Study Abroad:
The Case of International Graduates in Science and
Engineering Employed in Korea

Hee Jung Choi*

Abstract_This research explores how study in Korea can work as an asset for em-
ployment of international students in science/engineering, and what they experi-
ence as limits in Korea. It draws on interviews both with international graduates
employed in Korean companies, and with Korean personnel who have worked
with foreign researchers. It shows that academic degree, major knowledge, and
social network with advisors are important assets. Study in Korea can also bring
benefits in securing (long-term) work visas. However, even high-skilled migrants
are likely to work in small-sized companies providing relatively low income. Post-
graduation employment in Korea does not necessarily mean their permanent set-
tlement. The limits of their life in Korea were analyzed in three aspects: limited
job opportunity, difficulties in Korean companies, and family issues. This study
suggests the need to understand study abroad with the life-course perspective

and in the context of long-term migration aspirations.

Keywords_Study Abroad in Korea, Post-graduation Employment, International

Students in Science and Engineering, High-skilled Migrant
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